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The recommendations are comprehensive and include: 
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 New arrangements at government level for civil emergency preparedness 
and resilience with clear responsibilities and an improved risk assessment 
approach. 

 A new UK-wide whole-system civil emergency strategy and new 
mechanisms for ensuring data is readily available to inform decision making. 

 The UK government and devolved administrations should hold a UK-wide 
pandemic response exercise at least every three years and each government 
should publish a report within three months of the exercise containing learning 
outcomes.  

 Each government should produce and publish a report on whole-system 
civil emergency preparedness and resilience at least every three years.  

 The report recommends the regular use of external ‘red teams’ in the Civil 
Service of the UK government and devolved administrations to scrutinise and 
challenge arrangements preparedness for and resilience to whole-system civil 
emergencies.  

 Finally, that the UK government, in consultation with the devolved 
administrations, should create a UK-wide independent statutory body for whole-
system civil emergency preparedness, resilience and response. The body should 
provide independent, strategic advice to the UK government and devolved 
administrations, consult with the voluntary, community and social enterprise 
sector at a national and local level, as well as with directors of public health, and 
make recommendations 

Digital Health and Care Wales considered that arrangements in place within 
Wales to respond to the emergency were robust and also agreed that a level of 
divergence between the nations was appropriate to ensure local needs were 
met.  However the arrangements were seen by the Inquiry to be complex with 
many reporting structures and recommendations seek to establish a more 
resilient national response for any future civil emergency which is positive and 
welcomed.  Our work was not impacted by any divergence in the Welsh 
Government approach to managing the pandemic. 

 



(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words, 
however should it be required, an additional answer box of 500 words is 
available). 

There will need to be senior resources identified to lead on future responses to 
civil emergencies, as indeed there were in Wales during the pandemic, with the 
First Minister assuming lead responsibility.  If structures within Wales were 
simplified and made less complex (a single ministerial committee and a single 
cross-departmental group of senior officials reporting regularly to the ministerial 
committee) this should be manageable as the need for a number of forums 
could be subsumed into these new structures.  The timescale of 24 months for 
completion of this activity is thought to be necessary and appropriate. 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words, 
however should it be required, an additional answer box of 500 words is 
available). 

It is suggested that it would be appropriate for a Senedd Committee to receive 
reports on progress of the implementation of the recommendations. 

(We would be grateful if you could keep your answer to around 500 words, 
however should it be required, an additional answer box of 500 words is 
available). 

No, nothing further to add. 




